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Proposed Orthodontic Assistant Permit Course Regulation Changes

8 1070.7. Approval of Orthodontic Assistant Permit Courses.

(a) An orthodontic assistant permit course is one that has as its primary purpose
providing theory, laboratory and clinical application in orthodontic assisting

technigues.

(1) An orthodontic assistant permit course provider applying for approval shall submit to
the Board a completed “Application for Approval of Course in Orthodontic Assisting”
(New INSERT DATE)”, which is hereby incorporated by reference, accompanied by a
non-refundable processing fee of $

(2) The Board may, in lieu of conducting its own investigation, accept the findings of any
commission or accreditation agency approved by the Board and adopt those findings as
its own as it relates to any evaluation or re-evaluation required by this article.

(3) Approval may be granted after evaluation of all components of the course have
been performed and the report of such evaluation indicates that the course meets the
Board's requirements.

(4) Courses may be re-evaluated at any time within a 7 year period.

(5) Upon re-evaluation by the Board the provider shall submit any information at the
discretion of the Board.

(b) The board may withdraw its approval of a course at any time, after giving the course
provider written notice setting forth its reason for withdrawal and after affording a
reasonable opportunity to respond within 30 calendar days. Approval may be
withdrawn for failure to comply with the provisions of the Dental Practice Act or the
Boards regulations.

(c) Notice of Compliance. To maintain approval, course providers approved prior to the
effective date of these regulations, shall submit to the board a completed “Notice of
Compliance with New Requirements for Orthodontic Assistant Permit Courses (insert
date)”, hereby incorporated by reference, within 90 days of the effective date of these

requlations.

(d) In addition to the requirements of Sections 1070 and 1070.1, the following criteria
shall be met by a course offering a permit in orthodontic assisting to secure and
maintain approval by the board.

(e) The course shall be taught at the postsecondary educational level or deemed
equivalent thereto by the Board.
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(f) Prerequisites. Each student must possess the necessary requirements for application
for RDA licensure or currently possess an RDA license. Each student must satisfactorily
demonstrate to the instructor clinical competency in infection control requirements prior
to clinical instruction in orthodontic assisting.

(g) Course Director. The course director, who may also be an instructor, shall possess a
valid, active, and current license issued by the Board or the Dental Hygiene Committee
of California, shall have been licensed for a minimum of 2 years, and possess the
experience in the subject matter he or she is teaching. The course director shall
provide guidance and be responsible for the administration of the course. Specifically,
the course director shall be responsible for the following:

(1) Provide guidance of didactic, laboratory and clinical assignments,

(2) Calibrate faculty at least annually and when any of the following occurs:

(A) Changes in equipment

(B) Changes in course faculty

(C) Changes made to course curriculum, location, or facilities.

(D) Still working on list

(3) Maintain for a period of not less than 7 years copies of:

(A) Curricula,

(B) Course content outlines and examination records,

(C) Educational objectives or outcomes,

(D) Grading criteria,

(E) Copies of faculty credentials, licenses, and certifications, and

(F) Individual student records, including those necessary to establish satisfactory
completion of the course.

(4) Issue certificates of completion to each student who has successfully completed the
course and maintain a record of each certificate of completion for at least 7 years from
the date of its issuance.
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(5) Inform the Board of any substantive change made to the course as specified and in
compliance with the requirements of Section 1070 (b)(2) by submitting to the board a
completed “Substantive Change to Course Notice” (New INSERT DATE) which is
hereby incorporated by reference within 30 days of the change.

(6) Ensure that, prior to instruction, all faculty completes a 2-hour teaching
methodology course in clinical instruction.

(7) Ensure that faculty receives course specific training related to their teaching
responsibilities.

(8) Ensure that all staff and faculty involved in clinical instruction meet the requirements
set forth in this Article.

(h) Course Faculty. Course faculty shall be authorized to provide instruction by the
program or course director at the facility in which instruction is provided. The faculty
shall be adequate in number, qualifications and composition and shall be suitably
qualified through academic preparation, professional expertise, and/or appropriate
training, as provided herein. Each faculty member shall possess the following
qualifications:

(1) Hold a valid special permit or valid license as a dentist, reqgistered dental hygienist,
registered dental assistant, reqgistered dental assistant in extended functions, registered
dental hygienist in extended functions, or registered dental hygienists in alternative
practice issued by the Board or the Dental Hygiene Committee;

(2) All faculty shall have been licensed for a minimum of 2 years. All faculty shall have
the education, background, and occupational experience and/or teaching expertise
necessary to perform, teach, and evaluate orthodontic assisting procedures. All faculty
responsible for clinical evaluation shall have completed at least a 2-hour teaching
methodology course in clinical evaluation.

(i) Facilities. There shall be a sufficient number of safe, adequate, and educationally
conducive lecture classrooms and operatories in compliance with the requirements of
Section 1070 (f)(A)(B). Adequate, cleaning, disinfecting, and sterilizing of facilities shall
be provided and all disinfection and sterilization procedures specified in the Board’s
Minimum Standards for Infection Control (Cal. Code of Regs., Title 16, Section 1005)
shall be incorporated in instruction and followed during all laboratory and clinical

experiences.
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() Equipment and Armamentaria. The minimum requirements for equipment and
armamentaria shall include banded or bonded orthodontic typodonts in the ratio of at
least one for every four students, bench mount or dental chair mounted mannequin
head, curing light, reqular typodont with full dentition and soft gingiva in the ratio of at
least one for every four students, and a selection of orthodontic instruments and adjunct
material for all of the procedures that orthodontic assistant permitholders are authorized
to perform under Business and Professions Code Section 1750.3.

(k) Length of Course. The course shall be of sufficient duration for the student to
develop minimum competence in all of the duties that orthodontic assistant permit
holders are authorized to perform, but in no event less than 84 hours, including at least
24 hours of didactic instruction, at least 28 hours of laboratory instruction, and at least
32 hours of clinical instruction. A registered dental assistant shall not be required to
complete further instruction in the duties of placing ligature ties and archwires, removing
orthodontic bands, and removing excess cement from tooth surfaces with a hand
instrument. The course hours for a student who holds a valid and current registered
dental assistant license shall be no less than 55 hours, including 11 didactic hours, 24
laboratory hours, and 20 clinical hours. A reqistered dental assistant who has completed
a Board-approved course in the use of an ultrasonic scaler shall not be required to
complete further instruction in that duty. The course hours for a student who holds a
valid and current registered dental assistant license and who has completed a Board-
approved course in the use of an ultrasonic scaler shall be no less than 51 hours,
including 9 didactic, 22 laboratory, and 20 clinical.

(D Course Content. As part of an organized course of instruction, sufficient time shall be
available for all students to obtain laboratory, and clinical experience to achieve
minimum competence in the various protocols used in orthodontic assisting. Areas of
instruction shall include, at a minimum, the instruction specified in subdivisions (n)

through (p).

(1) A detailed course outline shall be provided to the board which clearly states
curriculum subject matter and specific instructional hours in the individual areas of
didactic, laboratory, and clinical instruction.

(2) General course objectives and specific instructional unit objectives shall be stated in
writing, and shall include theoretical aspects of each subject as well as practical
application. The theoretical aspects of the course shall provide the content necessary
for students to make judgments regarding orthodontic assisting. The course shall
assure that students who successfully complete the course can perform orthodontic
assisting with minimum competence.

(3) Objective evaluation criteria shall be used for measuring student progress toward
attainment of specific course objectives. Students shall be provided with specific unit
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objectives and the evaluation criteria that will be used for all aspects of the curriculum
including written, practical and clinical examinations.

(m) Areas of instruction shall include, at a minimum, the instruction specified in
subdivisions (n) to (t), inclusive, as well as, instruction in basic background information
on orthodontic practice. "Basic background information on orthodontic practice” means,
for purposes of this subdivision, the orthodontic treatment review, charting, patient
education, and legal and infection control requirements as they apply to orthodontic

practice.

(n) The following requirements shall be met for sizing, fitting, cementing, and removing
orthodontic bands:

(1) Didactic instruction shall contain the following:

(A) Theory of band positioning and tooth movement.

(B) Characteristics of band material: malleability, stiffness, ductility, and work

(C) Techniques for orthodontic banding and removal, which shall include all of the
following:

(i) Armamentaria.

(ii) General principles of fitting and removing bands.

(iii) Normal placement requirements of brackets, tubes, linqgual sheaths, lingual cleats,
and buttons onto bands.

(iv) Orthodontic cements and adhesive materials: classifications, armamentaria, and
mixing technique.

(v) Cementing bands: armamentaria, mixing technique, and band cementation
procedures.

(vi) Procedure for removal of bands after cementation.

(2) Laboratory instruction shall include typodont experience in the sizing, fitting,
cementing, and removal of four posterior first molar bands a minimum of two times, with
the cementing and removal of two first molar bands used as a practical examination.

(3) Clinical instruction shall include the sizing, fitting, cementing, and removal of four
posterior first molar bands on at least two patients.

5
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(o) The following requirements shall be met for preparing teeth for bonding:

(1) Didactic instruction shall contain the following:

(A) Chemistry of etching materials and tooth surface preparation

(B) Application and time factors

(C) Armamentaria

(D) Techniques for tooth etching.

(2) Laboratory instruction shall include typodont experience with etchant application in
preparation for subsequent bracket bonding on four anterior and four posterior teeth a
minimum of four times each, with one of each of the four times used for a practical
examination.

(3) Clinical instruction shall include etchant application in preparation for bracket
bonding on anterior and posterior teeth on at least two patients.

(p) The following requirements shall be met for bracket positioning, bond curing, and
removal of orthodontic brackets.

(1) Didactic instruction shall include the following elements:

(A) Characteristics and methods of orthodontic bonding.

(B) Armamentaria.

(C) Types of bracket bonding surfaces.

(D) Bonding material characteristics, application techniques, and curing time factors.

(E) Procedure for direct and indirect bracket bonding.

(F) Procedures for bracket or tube removal.

(2) Laboratory instruction shall contain typodont experience with selecting,
prepositioning, tooth etching, positioning, curing and removing of four anterior and four
posterior brackets a minimum of four times each, with one each of the four times used
for a practical examination.
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(3) Clinical instruction shall contain selecting, adjusting, prepositioning, etching, curing
and removal of anterior and posterior brackets on at least two patients.

(q) The following requirements shall be met for archwire placement and ligation:

(1) Didactic instruction shall contain the following:

(A) Archwire characteristics.

(B) Armamentaria.

(C) Procedures for placement of archwire previously adjusted by the dentist.

(D) Ligature systems, purpose and types, including elastic, wire, and self-ligating.

(2) Laboratory instruction shall contain typodont experience on the following:

(A) The insertion of a preformed maxillary and mandibular archwire a minimum of four
times per arch, with one of each of the four times used for a practical examination.

(B) Ligation of maxillary and mandibular archwire using elastic or metal ligatures or self-
ligating brackets a minimum of four times per arch, with one of each of the four times
used for a practical examination.

(3) Clinical instruction shall contain the following:

(A) Insertion of a preformed maxillary and mandibular archwire on at least two patients.

(B) Ligating both preformed maxillary and mandibular archwires using a combination of
elastic and metal ligatures or self-ligating brackets on at least two patients for each.

(r) The following requirements shall be met for cement and bonding agent removal with
a hand instrument:

(1) Didactic instruction shall contain the following:

(A) Armamentaria

(B) Techniques of cement and bonding agent removal using hand instruments and
related materials

(2) Laboratory instruction shall contain typodont experience on the removal of excess
cement supragingivally from an orthodontically banded typodont using a hand
instrument four times, with one of the four times used for a practical examination.
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(3) Clinical instruction shall contain removal of excess cement supragingivally from
orthodontic bands with a hand instrument on at least two patients.

(s) Instruction for cement removal with an ultrasonic scaler shall be in accordance with
Cal. Code Regs., Title 16, Section 1070.5, which governs courses in the removal of
excess cement from teeth under orthodontic treatment with an ultrasonic scaler.

(t) Each student shall pass a written examination that reflects the curriculum content,
which may be administered at intervals throughout the course as determined by the
course director.

(u) Certificate of Completion for Orthodontic Assistant Permit. Course providers shall
provide 2 original copies of a Certificate of completion on form “Certificate of Completion
for Orthodontic Assistant Permit” (New INSERT DATE) prescribed by the Board and
incorporated by reference, to students within 30 days following their completion of the
course. Certificates of completion shall contain an embossed seal impression that is not
photographically reproducible and shall specify that only orthodontic assistant permit
holders may perform authorized procedures for orthodontic assistants pursuant to B&P
Code 8§ 1750.3. Providers shall retain records of course completion for 7 years from the
date of completion and provide records of completion to the Board within 30 days, upon
written request.

Note: Authority cited: Section 1614, Business and Professions Code. Reference:
Sections 1750.2 and 1752.4, Business and Professions Code.
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Current Dental Board language for 81070.7 is as follows:

§ 1070.7. Approval of Orthodontic Assistant Permit Courses.

In addition to the requirements of Sections 1070 and 1070.1, the following criteria shall
be met by an orthodontic assistant permit course to secure and maintain approval by
the Board.

(a) The course shall be of sufficient duration for the student to develop minimum
competence in all of the duties that orthodontic assistant permitholders are authorized
to perform, but in no event less than 84 hours, including at least 24 hours of didactic
instruction, at least 28 hours of laboratory instruction, and at least 32 hours of clinical
instruction. A registered dental assistant shall not be required to complete further
instruction in the duties of placing ligature ties and archwires, removing orthodontic
bands, and removing excess cement from tooth surfaces with a hand instrument. The
course hours for a student who holds a valid and current registered dental assistant
license shall be no less than 55 hours, including 11 didactic hours, 24 laboratory hours,
and 20 clinical hours. A registered dental assistant who has completed a Board-
approved course in the use of an ultrasonic scaler shall not be required to complete
further instruction in that duty. The course hours for a student who holds a valid and
current registered dental assistant license and who has completed a Board-approved
course in the use of an ultrasonic scaler shall be no less than 51 hours, including 9
didactic hours, 22 laboratory hours, and 20 clinical hours.

(b) The minimum requirements for equipment and armamentaria shall include banded
or bonded orthodontic typodonts in the ratio of at least one for every four students,
bench mount or dental chair mounted mannequin head, curing light, regular typodont
with full dentition and soft gingiva in the ratio of at least one for every four students, and
a selection of orthodontic instruments and adjunct material for all of the procedures that
orthodontic assistant permitholders are authorized to perform under Business and
Professions Code Section 1750.3.

(c) In addition to the requirements of Section 1070, all faculty or instructional staff
members responsible for clinical evaluation shall have completed a two-hour
methodology course in clinical evaluation prior to conducting clinical evaluations of
students.

(d) Areas of instruction shall include, at a minimum, the instruction specified in
subdivisions (e) to (j), inclusive, as well as instruction in basic background information
on orthodontic practice. “Basic background information on orthodontic practice” means,
for purposes of this subdivision, the orthodontic treatment review, charting, patient
education, and legal and infection control requirements as they apply to orthodontic
practice.
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(e) The following requirements shall be met for sizing, fitting, cementing, and removing
orthodontic bands:

(1) Didactic instruction shall contain the following:
(A) Theory of band positioning and tooth movement.

(B) Characteristics of band material: malleability, stiffness, ductility, and
work hardening.

(C) Techniques for orthodontic banding and removal, which shall include
all of the following:

(i) Armamentaria.
(i) General principles of fitting and removing bands.

(i) Normal placement requirements of brackets, tubes, lingual
sheaths, lingual cleats, and buttons onto bands.

(iv) Orthodontic cements and adhesive materials: classifications,
armamentaria, and mixing technique.

(v) Cementing bands: armamentaria, mixing technique, and band
cementation procedures.

(vi) Procedure for removal of bands after cementation.
(2) Laboratory instruction shall include typodont experience in the sizing, fitting,
cementing, and removal of four posterior first molar bands a minimum of two
times, with the cementing and removal of two first molar bands used as a
practical examination.

(3) Clinical instruction shall include the sizing, fitting, cementing, and removal of
four posterior first molar bands on at least two patients.

(f) The following requirements shall be met for preparing teeth for bonding:
(1) Didactic instruction shall contain the following:
(A) Chemistry of etching materials and tooth surface preparation
(B) Application and time factors

(C) Armamentaria

10
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(D) Techniques for tooth etching.
(2) Laboratory instruction shall include typodont experience with etchant
application in preparation for subsequent bracket bonding on four anterior and
four posterior teeth a minimum of four times each, with one of each of the four
times used for a practical examination.

(3) Clinical instruction shall include etchant application in preparation for bracket
bonding on anterior and posterior teeth on at least two patients.

(9) The following requirements shall be met for bracket positioning, bond curing, and
removal of orthodontic brackets.

(1) Didactic instruction shall include the following elements:
(A) Characteristics and methods of orthodontic bonding.
(B) Armamentaria.
(C) Types of bracket bonding surfaces.

(D) Bonding material characteristics, application techniques, and curing
time factors.

(E) Procedure for direct and indirect bracket bonding.

(F) Procedures for bracket or tube removal.
(2) Laboratory instruction shall contain typodont experience with selecting,
prepositioning, tooth etching, positioning, curing, and removing of four anterior
and four posterior brackets a minimum of four times each, with one each of the

four times used for a practical examination.

(3) Clinical instruction shall contain selecting, adjusting, prepositioning, etching,
curing, and removal of anterior and posterior brackets on at least two patients.

(h) The following requirements shall be met for archwire placement and ligation:
(1) Didactic instruction shall contain the following:
(A) Archwire characteristics.
(B) Armamentaria.

(C) Procedures for placement of archwire previously adjusted by the
dentist.

11
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(D) Ligature systems, purpose, and types, including elastic, wire, and self-
ligating.

(2) Laboratory instruction shall contain typodont experience on the following:
(A) The insertion of a preformed maxillary and mandibular archwire a
minimum of four times per arch, with one of each of the four times used for
a practical examination.
(B) Ligation of maxillary and mandibular archwire using elastic or metal
ligatures or self-ligating brackets a minimum of four times per arch, with
one of each of the four times used for a practical examination.

(3) Clinical instruction shall contain the following:

(A) Insertion of a preformed maxillary and mandibular archwire on at least
two patients.

(B) Ligating both preformed maxillary and mandibular archwires using a
combination of elastic and metal ligatures or self-ligating brackets on at
least two patients for each.
(i) The following requirements shall be met for cement removal with a hand instrument:
(1) Didactic instruction shall contain the following:

(A) Armamentaria

(B) Techniques of cement removal using hand instruments and related
materials

(2) Laboratory instruction shall contain typodont experience on the removal of
excess cement supragingivally from an orthodontically banded typodont using a
hand instrument four times, with one of the four times used for a practical
examination.

(3) Clinical instruction shall contain removal of excess cement supragingivally
from orthodontic bands with a hand instrument on at least two patients.

() Instruction for cement removal with an ultrasonic scaler shall be in accordance with

Cal. Code Regs., Title 16, Section 1070.5, which governs courses in the removal of
excess cement from teeth under orthodontic treatment with an ultrasonic scaler.

12
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(k) Each student shall pass a written examination that reflects the curriculum content,
which may be administered at intervals throughout the course as determined by the
course director.

(I) To maintain approval, programs approved prior to the effective date of these
regulations shall submit to the Board a completed “Notice of Compliance with New
Requirements for Orthodontic Assistant Permit Courses (New 9/10)”, hereby
incorporated by reference, within ninety (90) days of the effective date of these
regulations.

Note: Authority cited: Section 1614, Business and Professions Code. Reference:
Sections 1750.2 and 1752.4, Business and Professions Code.
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